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News from the Castle is the 
official newsletter of the  

Landmark Heritage Foundation.  
The Foundation is a tax-exempt 

charitable organization dedicated to 
the preservation of the unique Julia 
Morgan-designed building that is 
home to the Berkeley City Club.
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The Julia Morgan Preservation Fund 
Committee of the LHF meets the 

second Wednesday of each month to 
approve projects and disbursements.  

The LHF Board meets bimonthly.   
All persons are welcome at these 

meetings; to attend call (510) 883-9710.

Free public tours are jointly sponsored 
by the LHF and the Berkeley City Club 

the fourth Sunday of every month 
except December. For public tour 

details or information  
on group tours, contact the  

Landmark Heritage Foundation.
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Landmark Heritage 
Foundation

2315 Durant Avenue #306 
Berkeley CA 94704 

Phone/Fax: (510) 883-9710 
landmarkheritage@att.net 

www.landmarkheritagefoundation.org

LHF Office is staffed  
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 10am–2pm

In February 2010, the Northern California Chapter of the Historic American 
Landscape Survey (HALS) agreed to document the gardens at the Berkeley City 
Club. The Survey’s mission is to record historic landscapes in the United States and 

its territories through measured and interpretive drawings, written histories, and large-
format black-and-white and color photographs. The HALS program is similar to the 
Historic American Building Survey (HABS), which documents historic buildings, and the 
Historic American Engineering 
Record (HAER), which docu-
ments historic engineered struc-
tures like bridges. HALS, HABS, 
and HAER are overseen by the 
National Park Service, which 
formulates policies, sets stan-
dards, drafts procedural guide-
lines, and reviews and accepts 
the final documentation. The 
Prints and Photographs Division 
of the Library of Congress will 
preserve the documentation of 
the Berkeley City Club gardens 
for posterity and make it avail-
able to the general public.

A team of seven volunteers, 
led by landscape architect Chris 
Pattillo, met in the East Court of 
the BCC on May 8 to help with 
measuring the site and collecting 
the existing conditions informa-
tion. After a brief overview of 
HALS and a tour of the gardens, 
led by Gary Porasso, the club’s 
dedicated gardener, the team com-
pleted measuring and recording 
all of the hardscape features – 
sidewalk, street trees, courtyard paving, planting beds, fountains, pots, etc. – along with 
existing garden plants on base plans prepared using a digital copy of the original building 
plans. Gary and Chris were able to correctly identify nearly every plant. Everyone worked 
hard, had fun, and together accomplished a great deal.

The next steps are to draft field notes into formal drawings and finish the plant place-
ment and identification. While that work is taking place, another team of volunteers, led 
by architectural historian Gretchen Hilyard, is working on the historical research and 
writing the narrative. LHF provided historic photographs, articles about the gardens, 
copies of the original plans, and other information that will be invaluable. LHF staff and 
board member Sharon Entwistle organized the archival materials, and board members 
Marilyn Novell and Celia McCarthy are part of the HALS volunteer team. Work on the 
HALS documentation is expected to continue through the summer.

B e r k e l e y  C i t y  C l u b  G a r d e n s ,  
a  H i s t o r i c  A m e r i c a n  L a n d s c a p e
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CCHE Grant (... continued from page 1)

Going Forward
Right now we need all the friends of LHF to keep up this momentum. Throughout this 

very active year, your informed support and generous giving are very much appreciated. 
There will be scaffolding on the south façade, barriers and temporary inconveniences, 
contained dust and occasional noise during elevator reconstruction. Please take an active 
role in guiding guests around all of this and help us keep all who love this building on 
track during the restoration process.

LHF board member Celia McCarthy (right) & another volun-
teer measuring and drawing the gardens for the HALS report.
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To the LHF Community
Thank you for your donations over  

the last months. We are grateful that so 
many of you recognize our funding needs 

and continue to support us.

H i s t o r i c  P h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  
B e r k e l e y  C i t y  C l u b  i n  t h e  L o gg  i a

IF you’ve visited the Berkeley City Club lately, you may 
have seen the series of beautiful black-and-white photo-
graphs currently adorning the loggia. The exhibition is a 

contribution by the Landmark Heritage Foundation to the cel-
ebration of the 80th anniversary of the Berkeley City Club build-
ing. Drawn from a group of digital prints in the historic photo 
archive, the collection includes photographs of the Berkeley City 

Club building’s interior and exterior as well as portraits of mem-
bers and images taken during events. The photos are a wonder-
ful testimony to the atmosphere in the building in earlier times, 
primarily during the 1930s through the 1950s.

The entire collection of over 130 photos was digitized in 2007 to 
ensure safe archiving of the originals and make the images available 
for publications and exhibitions. We hope you enjoy these pictures.

What Becomes a Landmark Most
Update on the St. Mark’s Project

Anew development has 
been proposed for the prop-
erty next door, just west of the 

Berkeley City Club. The existing park-
ing structure on Durant and Ellsworth 
will be demolished and a five-story stu-
dent housing project is planned along 
with a new social hall for St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church.

The proposed project was reviewed 
by the City of Berkeley Landmarks 
Preservation Commission (LPC) on May 
6 and by the Design Review Committee 
(DRC) on May 20.  Both LPC commis-
sioners and DRC members expressed 
strong reservations about the project 
design. They questioned the “transit 
corridor” qualities of the building and 
said it didn’t belong on a site directly 
adjacent to two historic buildings, in a 
neighborhood of significant buildings. 
A wider setback, revised color palette 
and materials, massing that is more 
respectful to the site, and removal or 
redesign of the tower element were 

among the revisions requested of the 
architect. City planning staff expects 
the project to be reviewed again at the 
August DRC meeting.

According to the January 1928 
Bulletin of the Women’s City Club of 
Berkeley, “One of the factors which 
influenced the choice of this site is 
that adjoining property is permanently 
improved. We are thus assured that 
view and sunlight will not be shut 
off by the erection of another large 
building adjacent to our property.” 
Although construction of the proposed 
building would not physically alter the 
landmarked Berkeley City Club build-
ing, we hope that the revised design 
will be more of a “background build-
ing,” to complement the adjacent his-
toric buildings and preserve the club’s 
intended atmosphere of seclusion and 
quiet, when the project comes back for 
its next round of review. LHF Board 
member Celia McCarthy is closely fol-
lowing this development.

the berkeley city club 
becomes an official 

historic hotel
The Berkeley City Club is now a mem-
ber of the Historic Hotels of America, 
a program of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. The BCC is one 
of more than 200 hotels and resorts 
throughout the country recognized by 
Historic Hotels of America for preserv-
ing and maintaining their historic integ-
rity, architecture, and ambiance. D 
To be selected for membership in the 
National Trust Historic Hotels, a build-
ing must be at least 50 years old, listed 
in or eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places, or recognized locally as 
having historic significance. The BCC 
building qualifies in all three categories.
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berkeley City Club
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Landmark Heritage Foundation

statement of financial position

– Ye a r  En d e d De c e m b e r  31,  2009 –

ASSETS    

Current assets	  
	 Cash and cash equivalents 	 $   182,794 
	I nvestment	 308,896  
	I nventory	 3,062						    ________

Total Assets	 $   494,752						    ________						    ________

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

	 Accounts payable and  
	    accrued liabilities	 $       1,466						    ________

			  Total Liabilities	 1,466

Net assets 
		U  nrestricted	 $   11,626 
		  Restricted	 481,660						    ________

			  Total net assets	 493,286  

Total liabilities and net assets	 $ 494,752  						    ________						    ________

Additional information available at the LHF office.

LHF-Funded Projects for 2009
The Landmark Heritage Foundation (LHF) Board of Directors wishes to thank 
all donors to the Foundation for their contributions to the restoration and pres-
ervation of the Julia Morgan-designed Berkeley City Club building. In the 2009 
calendar year, LHF totally or partially funded the following projects:

Architect’s consultation re: elevator cab design	  $    4,052
Restoration of one damaged bay of Ballroom ceiling	 4,820
Reproduction of bathroom tiles (deposit)	  2,200
Fire door to West Court (hinge repair)	 402
Replacement of 3 stolen bronze landmark plaques (half of cost)	 761
Front door hinge restoration	 2,241 
Elevator consultants (California Historical Building & fire codes)	 7,461	 ______
      Total	 $ 21,937	
In the next 18 months, LHF will be disbursing a large percentage of our 

monies to pay our share of the costs related to the CCHE matching grant, which 
includes façade restoration, a new elevator, and upgrades to existing elevator 
and pool filter tanks. (See story on page1 for information about the grant.)

Our endowment goal is $2,000,000. As of June 30, 2010, the fund con-
tained $148,653. Contributions to the endowment will help us reach our goal; 
then, interest from it will support annual historic preservation of the building 
and its original furnishings.

You can now donate to LHF online via the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation using our secure website (www.landmarkheritagefoundation.
org; click on “Support LHF”). In addition, you can donate by check, credit 
card, stock transfer, or bequest. 


